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EExxeeccuuttiivvee  SSuummmmaarryy  

 

Competition Advocacy is one of the main pillars of modern competition law, 
which aims at creating, expanding and strengthening awareness of competition 
in the economy. Like many other anti-trust agencies, the Competition 
Commission of Pakistan seeks to promote competition through advocacy in 
addition to enforcement. With the permanency bestowed to Competition 
regime in Pakistan through the enactment of the Competition Act, 2010 in place, 
the Commission aims to maximize the knowledge-based advocacy efforts for 
creating awareness of the law.  

The Commission held its first International Conference on Competition Law in 
Lahore in May 2010. It was decided to hold 2nd International Conference in 
Islamabad with the aim to examining the status of Competition enforcement in 
various jurisdictions, with particular reference to the emerging economies such 
as Pakistan. The two-day Conference was also aimed to explore and strengthen 
the relationship between competition enforcement and consumer welfare in 
developing countries. 

The following objectives were set to be achieved through holding the 
international conference: 

i. To discuss the issues faced by new competition agencies in implementing 
competition policy and laws; 

ii. To share country experiences and lessons learnt, drafting and 
implementation of competition law and in carrying out competition advocacy; 

iii. To promote networking among participating competition experts on 
competition laws and policy; and 

iv. To analyze success stories and failures, and discuss barriers in the way of 
more effective involvement between competition agencies and consumer 
protection organizations. 

v. To highlight the significance of financial autonomy for a competition 
agency 

The CCP sought collaboration of Competitiveness Support Fund (CSF)/USAID to 
hold the conference. The CSF offered collaboration with full funding of the 
conference. The conference date was set to be 1-2 December 2011 after 
confirming availability of the international panelists. 

Internationally acclaimed experts on Competition Law representing 50 countries 
from the Americas, Europe, Africa, Far East, and South Africa were invited as 
panelists. The local panelists were from among the experts in economy and 
consumer rights. The participants of the conference included chief executives, 
managing directors and heads of corporate firms, business associations, state-
owned enterprises, regulatory institutions, representatives of the legal 
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community, academia, consumer right groups, and senior officials of the 
Government of Pakistan.  

The venue of the international conference was Serena hotel Islamabad and the 
choice was made based on its secure location and the competitive rates it 
offered to CCP. 

The conference was divided around five technical sessions besides the opening 
session, the chief guest session and the closing session. The technical sessions 
include the following:  

1. Challenge for Competition Agencies to Deal With Cartels and Cartels in 
Disguise 

2. Deceptive Marketing & Consumer Protection 

3. Lessons Learnt and Sharing of Country Experiences in Advocacy and 
Enforcement 

4. State Aid and Distortion in Competition 

5. Public Procurement/Collusive Bidding affecting Consumer Welfare 

The conference was very well attended and well received by all the international, 
local participants and the media. Following is the summary of the international 
conference. 
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Dr. Abdul Hafeez Shaikh
Federal Minister for Finance
Government of Pakistan

Dr. Abdul Hafeez Shaikh was elected as Member, Senate of Pakistan in 
May 2010, and soon after was appointed as Federal Minister for 
Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, Statistics and Planning & 
Development. He is an economist of international repute with over 30 
years of experience in economic policymaking, management and 
implementation. 

Before joining the Federal Government as Advisor to the Prime Minister, 
Dr. Hafeez Shaikh was serving in the Sindh Government as Minister for 
Finance, Planning and Development. He was the architect of the 
financial recovery of Sindh, restoring financial discipline and reducing 
taxes, increasing revenues, paying over Rs. 20 billion of old bills, 
clearing the over draft of State Bank of Pakistan of Rs. 11 billion, 
increasing allocation for poverty alleviation, social sector and 
development and enhancing relationship of Sindh Government with 
international donor agencies.

Dr. Hafeez Shaikh has served as country head of the World Bank in 
Saudi Arabia and also led assignments and advised more than 18 
countries of Europe, Latin America, Asia and Africa as senior World 
Bank official. Some of these countries include Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, 
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Jordan, Qatar, Malta, Botswana, Tanzania, 
Ghana, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam, Romania, 
Czech Republic and Argentina. Prior to joining the World Bank, he 
worked at Harvard University. He also led the teams for successful 
privatisation in several countries in the field of telecommunication, 
electricity, transport, aviation, banking and manufacturing.

Dr. Hafeez Shaikh has a Ph. D in Economics and authored many 
publications including a book on ‘Argentina’s Privatisation’.

Ms. Rahat Kaunain Hassan is the second and current Chairperson of 
the Competition Commission of Pakistan since July 2010. Prior to this, 
she served as Member (Legal and Office of Fair Trading) of the 
Commission since its establishment in November 2007. 

In 2001, Ms. Hassan was appointed General Counsel/Executive 
Director at the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan. 
Soon after the conclusion of her tenure at SECP, she established her 
own law firm which engaged in civil, commercial and regulatory law 
practice. However, her interest in and commitment to public service 
resulted in her accepting the nomination as Member of CCP in 
November 2007. As Member, she was instrumental in the 
establishment of the Office of Fair Trading within CCP, and authored 
numerous position papers, guidelines, policy notes regarding 
important issues of competition law and policy. Moreover, she has 
co-authored most of the seminal Orders passed by CCP including 
those that resulted in breaking the most pernicious cartels.

A working mother of four children, Ms. Hassan has been a high 
achiever in her field, and in recognition of her commitment to public 
service received the Women of Achievement Award, 2010. She has 
also been nominated for the Sitara-e-Imtiaz.

Ms. Hassan received her Master’s degree in law (L.L.M.) from King’s 
College, London, having concentrated her academic work on the law 
of international finance and international business transactions. She 
has been associated with and has been a partner at some of 
Pakistan’s finest civil and commercial law firms.

Ms. Rahat Kaunain Hassan
Chairperson
Competition Commission of Pakistan

The Commission
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Dr. Abdul Hafeez Sheikh

The Commission

Mr. Abdul Ghaffar
Member
Cartels and Trade Abuses
Competition Commission of Pakistan

Mr. Abdul Ghaffar has been associated with Pakistan’s competition 
agencies since 2002. He served as Member of the Monopoly Control 
Authority and was later Member of the Competition Commission of 
Pakistan in October 2007. On completion of first three-year term, he 
was reappointed as Member for another term. He was actively 
involved in drafting the new competition law and restructuring of the 
Monopoly Control Authority of Pakistan in his capacity as a member of 
the Steering Committee for Competition Policy, headed by Secretary, 
Finance. As Member, Cartels and Trade Abuses of the Commission, 
he has taken several landmark decisions in cases relating to cartels, 
mergers and acquisitions.
 
Mr. Ghaffar has over 39 years of experience in administration, public 
policy, finance, accounts, taxation, corporate laws, strategic studies, 
and competition and consumer protection laws. For over thirty years, 
he served in Federal Board of Revenue in various capacities dealing 
with administration of all direct taxes (Income Tax, Capital Tax, Gift Tax, 
Capital Value Tax) as well as Sales Tax. Earlier in his career, he gained 
expertise in international dimensions of taxation laws while actively 
negotiating Pakistan’s conventions of avoidance of double taxation of 
income with great number of developed and developing countries. 
Before joining government service, he was a practicing lawyer as 
member of Lahore District Bar.
 
Mr. Ghaffar got B.Sc (Physics & Maths) degree from Government 
College Lahore. He then went on to obtain his LL.B degree from 
University College Lahore and M.Sc. degree from Quaid-e-Azam 
University Islamabad.

Dr. Joseph Wilson

With over 19 years experience of practice, teaching and research in 
regulatory laws, Dr. Joseph Wilson has been serving as Member at the 
Competition Commission of Pakistan since the Commission’s 
establishment in 2007. He was responsible for the Monopolies and 
Trade Abuses Department for the first two years, and now oversees 
the Mergers & Acquisitions, and International Affairs Departments.
 
Prior to joining the Commission, he was an Associate Professor of Law 
at the Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS), Pakistan, 
where he taught "competition law" in addition to other courses. He has 
presented at various international conferences, published in 
international law journals and authored a book title "Globalization and 
the Limits of National Merger Control Laws (published by Kluwer Law 
International).
 
Before joining LUMS, Dr. Wilson taught at McGill Faculty of Law, 
Montreal Canada, from where he earned Doctor of Civil Law (D.C.L.) 
with Deans Honour List and Masters of Law (LL.M.) degrees. He also 
holds an LL.M. from the University of Georgia, USA. He is a member 
of the State Bar of New York, USA and Lahore High Court Bar, and also 
serves on the International Advisory Board of the Loyola University 
Chicago’s Institute for Consumer Antitrust Studies, USA.

Member
Mergers & Acquisitions and International Affairs 
Competition Commission of Pakistan

The Commission
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Dr. Abdul Hafeez Sheikh

Ms. Vadiyya Khalil jointed the Competition Commission of Pakistan in 
February 2010 as Member, Mergers & Acquisitions. She was given the 
additional charge of Advocacy in July 2010. Currently, she is heading 
Advocacy and Information Technology.
 
Ms. Khalil has over 20 years of rich and varied experience in corporate 
and commercial banking at international and national banks including 
Credit Agricole, ANZ Grindlays, MCB Bank Limited, Askari Commercial 
Bank and National Bank of Pakistan.
 
Ms. Khalil has taken upon leadership roles and has been contributory 
in the success of several key projects. Her last assignment prior to 
joining the Competition Commission of Pakistan was Chief Credit 
Officer and Country Head of Corporate Banking at Askari Bank. In the 
CCO role, she examined proposals from the Corporate, Commercial, 
SME and Investment banking sectors of the bank and was the 
Mandatory Signatory to the Head Office Credit Committee. She was 
also responsible for contestation and compliance issues with State 
Bank of Pakistan regulators.
 
She has a Masters Degree in Management Sciences from the 
University of Kent, United Kingdom and specialized in Corporate 
Strategy, Operations Research, Techniques of Management, Marketing 
and Global Modeling. In addition Ms. Khalil has studied Italian 
Language and Literature at the University of Perugia, Italy and holds a 
Diploma in French from Alliance Francaise, Paris.
 
She has also attended various courses on Leadership, Mergers and 
Acquisitions and Corporate Financial Statements.

Ms. Vadiyya Khalil
Member
Advocacy & Information Technology
Competition Commission of Pakistan

Mr. Mueen Batlay

Mr. Mueen Batlay, Member (Competition Policy and Research), has worked 
in the fields of investment banking, international development, consulting, 
education and public policy in Pakistan and overseas for over 20 years.

Mr. Batlay joined the Commission in January, 2011, and is focused on 
building the capacity of the Competition Policy and Research Department to 
enable the Commission to assist the government in shaping a Competition 
Policy that is in line with the true spirit of competition as envisioned in the 
Competition Act, 2010. In addition, he is strengthening the department’s 
research capabilities to produce policy notes, competition assessments 
and regular publications to assist the Commission in its work. 

Prior to joining the Commission, Mr. Batlay managed an investment advisory 
and a consulting firm, Capital Resource. Mr. Batlay’s assignments included 
project finance, advisory and public private partnership projects at Samba 
Bank, Pakistan; private sector development, privatization and capital market 
development at the World Bank, USA; education policy and public schools 
system management for the city of Washington DC, USA; and economic 
reform management for the Government of Sindh. While at the World Bank, 
he advised the governments of Sri Lanka and Jordan to develop their 
privatization programs and worked to strengthen capital markets globally. 
With the Government of Sindh, he channeled the efforts of multiple public 
private taskforces to develop and implement an economic reform program 
for the province. At Citibank, he worked on privatization advisory and on 
developing term finance certificates – the first corporate bonds of Pakistan. 
For Washington DC schools, he initiated the student tracking and database 
management programs. 

Mr. Batlay holds a Master of Public Policy (MPP) with emphasis on 
international trade and finance from the Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard University.

Member
Competition Policy and Research 
Competition Commission of Pakistan

The CommissionThe Commission
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Dr. Abdul Hafeez SheikhMr. Mohammad Hayat Jasra

Mr. Mohammed Hayat Jasra was appointed as Secretary to the 
Commission on 12 November 2007, the date the Commission was 
established. He is Fellow Member of the Institute of Cost and 
Management Accountants and is also Member of the Institute of 
Charter Secretaries & Administrators, UK. 

Mr. Jasra had an extensive experience of 26 years in different senior 
positions at Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan. He was 
working with SECP as its Secretary and also Executive Director (Law), 
when he sought retirement on personal grounds from SECP. Mr. Jasra 
has rendered valuable services to the Competition Commission as 
Secretary and also as Legal Expert. Apart from his duties as Secretary, 
he assisted the Commission by drafting all the Regulations and the 
Rules framed under the Competition Ordinance/Act and also notifying 
in the Gazette of Pakistan, all the important decisions of the 
Commission. 

Mr. Jasra holds Masters Degree in Economics and an LL.B (Honours) 
degree.

Secretary to the Commission
Competition Commission of Pakistan

Dr. Shahzad Ansar is a private sector entrepreneur with over 27 years 
experience in management, business development and project 
finance. Since a year, he is heading the Office of Fair Trading and 
Budgetary Affairs Departments of the Commission.

Before joining the Commission, Mr. Ansar was CEO at Furniture 
Pakistan, a subsidiary of Pakistan Industrial Development Corporation. 
He was also CEO at a thermal power plant and head at World Water 
Corporation USA for its operations in Pakistan. He has substantial 
experience in dealing with international financial organizations such as 
the World Bank. As a businessman, he managed two industrial units 
from their inception to full-scale operation. He has been actively 
involved in trading with companies based in Singapore, Malaysia, 
USA, Canada and China, and holds strong ties with international 
players in the energy and commodities sectors. He has also been 
involved in consultancy projects in the fields of SME management, 
micro-financing and energy.

On the academic front, Mr. Ansar has been associated with the Virtual 
University and the Ministry of Information Technology as a resource 
person. He stayed Dean of Management Sciences at the University of 
South Asia while being a visiting faculty member at University of 
Central Punjab and Civil Services Academy. 

Mr. Ansar holds a masters degree in Engineering Geology from 
Institute of Geology, University of the Punjab. He is Fellow at Trinity 
College and a certified SME manager in the Doctorate category from 
Cambridge Association of Management.

Dr. Shahzad Ansar
Member
Office of Fair Trading and Budgetary Affairs 
Competition Commission of Pakistan

The CommissionThe Commission
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Dr. Abdul Hafeez Sheikh

The Panelists Session - 01

Mr. Manuel Sebastião has been the President of the Portuguese 
Competition Authority since March 2008. Prior to this, he was Member 
of the Board of Directors, Bank of Portugal; Executive Director, Portu-
guese Insurance and Pension Funds Supervisory Authority; Advisor, 
Strategic Planning, Bank of Portugal; Executive Director of the Portu-
guese Trade and Development Bank (Banco de Fomento e Exterior, 
S.A., BFE Group), and Executive Director of the commercial bank of 
the BFE Group. 

An economist, Mr. Sebastião has worked with the International 
Monetary Fund, Bank of Portugal, Portuguese Development Bank, and 
a consulting firm of the Portuguese private group CUF. He was also 
the Chief of Staff to the Minister of Industry, and an advisor with the 
Ministry of Industry. Over the past twenty-five years, at various stages 
of his career, he was lecturer in economics at the Catholic University of 
Lisbon, the New University of Lisbon, and the business school ISCTE, 
also in Lisbon. 

Mr. Sebastião holds an undergraduate degree in economics from the 
Technical University of Lisbon, Portugal, a graduate degree in 
economic planning from the University of Paris I, France, and a Ph.D. 
in economics from Columbia University, New York, USA.

Mr. Manuel Sebastião
President
Portuguese Competition Authority, 
Portugal

Mr. Halil Baha Karabudak is a Middle East Technical University (Ankara) 
trained economist. He has started his career as a project analyst at a 
private sector group of companies in 1985. He has worked as a 
business-cycle analyst and researcher at the Central Bank of Turkey 
(1989-1994), and then as an advisor to the Economic Research 
Department of the Turkish Treasury (1995-1997). He was recruited as 
Manager for the Statistics and Economy Watch Unit of the newly 
founded Turkish Competition Authority in 1998. In 2001, he was 
promoted to head the 2nd Department of the Competition Authority, 
which is responsible for protection of competition in information and 
communication technology (ICT) sectors. Privatization of Turkish 
Telecom was one of the cases he dealt with during this period.

Since January 2008, Mr. Baha Karabudak works as an advisor to the 
Chairman of the Turkish Competition Authority. In 2008-2009, he had a 
one-year stint as a research fellow at TEPAV, a Turkish think tank 
affiliated with the Association of Chambers of Industry and Commerce 
in Turkey. Since October 2010, he has assumed the responsibility of 
the Research Department of TCA as the acting head of department. 

Mr. Baha also is an adjunct lecturer at the METU Economics Dept. and 
Bilkent University Faculty of Law, Law and Economics Graduate 
Program, in Ankara, Turkey. He has contributed to the OECD peer 
review reports “Regulatory Reform in Turkey: Crucial Support for 
Economic Recovery” (2002) and “Competition Law and Policy in 
Turkey” (2005).

Mr. Halil Baha Karabudak
Advisor
Turkish Competition Authority, 
Turkey

The Panelists

9 10



Mr. Khalid Aziz Mirza
Former Chairman
Competition Commission of Pakistan

Dr. Paulo Burnier da Silveira is currently head of the International unit of 
the Brazilian Administrative Council for Economic Defense (CADE). 
Before joining CADE, he has been a teaching fellow at the University of 
Nanterre and has practiced law as a private lawyer in Paris and in Rio 
de Janeiro.

Dr. Paulo holds a Ph.D. in International Law from the University of 
Sorbonne, Paris, France.

Dr. Paulo Burnier da Silveira
Head, Office of International Affairs
Administrative Council of Economic Defense, 
Brazil Mr. Khalid Aziz Mirza has had the distinction of heading the 

Competition Commission of Pakistan and the Securities and Exchange 
Commission of Pakistan (SECP) in the past decade.
 
Mr. Mirza has extensive experience in the development of capital 
markets. From 1968-1983, he gained investment banking expertise in 
areas of project finance, corporate mergers and acquisitions, 
securities issuance and trading, and portfolio management in Pakistan 
and the United Kingdom. He was posted as International Finance 
Corporation’s (IFC’s) Chief of Mission in Turkey (1994-96) and IFC’s 
Chief of Regional Mission in Thailand (1998-2000). From 2000-2003, 
he served as Chairman SECP. During his tenure, he implemented a 
major program of capital markets and corporate sector reform and 
took steps to enhance the institutional capacity of SECP. From 
2003-2006, he was the Sector Manager for Financial and Private 
Sector Development, East Asia and Pacific Region at the World Bank. 
He was appointed Chairman, Monopoly Control Authority in 2006 
where he not only greatly improved its working and enhanced its 
enforcement  activities but also advised the Government on its 
conversion into a modern competition agency, the Competition 
Commission of Pakistan. He was appointed the first Chairman of this 
Commission in 2007 and during his tenure he successfully 
implemented all aspects of the new competition regime as well as 
built the capacity of the Commission achieving a high standard of 
agency effectiveness.
 
Upon retirement from the Commission in 2010, he joined the adjunct 
faculty of the Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS) as 
Executive- in- Residence teaching courses in Corporate Governance 
and Business Government Relations to final year MBA students, and is 
available to students and faculty members for guidance based on his 
extensive experience. He is also frequently consulted on investment 
and regulatory matters by businesses as well as international 
institutions.

The Panelists The Panelists
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The Panelists The Panelists

Mr. Russell Damtoft is the Associate Director of the Federal Trade 
Commission's Office of International Affairs. He is responsible for 
relationships between the FTC and antitrust agencies in Canada, Latin 
America, CIS nations, China, and South Asia; managing portions of 
the FTC's technical assistance program for developing competition 
and consumer protection agencies; and helping to build synergies 
between the FTC's international competition and consumer protection 
programs. He is also active in the outreach work of the International 
Competition Network, and represents the United States at the compe-
tition meetings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD).

Mr. Damtoft has been with the Federal Trade Commission since 1985. 
Before becoming involved in the FTC’s international activities, he 
served as Assistant Regional Director of the FTC's Chicago Regional 
Office, as Assistant to the Director and as a staff attorney in the Bureau 
of Consumer Protection, and as attorney-advisor to a Commissioner. 
He has also twice served as a resident advisor to Eastern European 
competition and consumer protection authorities.

Mr. Damtoft graduated from the University of Iowa, College of Law in 
1981 and from Grinnell College in 1976. He is admitted to practice law 
in the District of Columbia, and a member of the American Bar 
Association, where he was an editor of Competition Laws Outside of 
the United States.

Mr. Russell Damtoft
Associate Director
Federal Trade Commission, 
United States of America

Dr. Huma Bukhari is the founder President of Consumer Welfare 
Forum– a non-government organisation that has undertaken the 
responsibility of providing voluntary services to consumers to create 
awareness about their rights and responsibilities and to make 
collective and dedicated efforts for protecting their rights. She is also 
one of the founding members of Consumer Rights Council (CRC), 
Government of Sindh, Chairperson of the Standing Committee of 
Consumer Rights Protection, Federation of Pakistan Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, and Member of the Price Control Committee, 
City District Government Karachi. Undertaking various research and 
awareness initiatives, she has conducted qualitative and quantitative 
research on consumer-related issues such as price fixing. She has 
organised seminars for creating awareness about Consumer Rights in 
collaboration with universities, chambers of commerce and other 
government bodies. She is also responsible for the advocacy drive for 
promulgation of consumer law in the province of Sindh. Since over a 
decade, she also has been conducting media programs on 
consumer-related issues.

As an educationist, Ms. Bukhari is associated with the Newports 
Institute of Communications and Economics, Karachi as Rector and 
Vice Chairperson. She is also Member of Senate, Shaheed Benazir 
Bhutto Medical University, Larkana, Member, Network for Electoral 
Participation, Government of Pakistan, and Member, United Nations 
Global Compact, Pakistan Network. She also played an instrumental 
role in formulating the Consumer Ordinance for the Government of 
Sindh.

Dr. Huma Bukhari
Chairperson
The Consumer Forum 
Pakistan
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Mr. Khalifa Tounakti serves as the Director General of Competitiveness 
and Economic Control at the Ministry of Trade and Tourism in Tunisia.

Mr. Tounakti Khalifa
Director General
Competition Council, 
Tunisia

Mr. Kamshibaev Azamat heads the Interregional Inspection of the 
Agency for Competition Protection in Almaty oblast and Almaty city.

Previously, Mr. Azmat worked as a Lawyer in JSC “Selkhoztechnika” in 
Kostanayskaya oblast from 1999-2000, as a Law-enforcement Officer 
in the Law-Enforcement Department of Kostanay city in 2000, as Chief 
Specialist in the Agency for Regulation of Natural Monopolies and 
Competition Protection in Kostanayskaya oblast in 2001, Senior 
Specialist of the Division for Supervising of Antimonopoly Legislation 
Observance in 2002, as Head of the Legal Division in 2005, as Head 
of the Law and Administrative Support Division in March 2005, and 
Deputy Chief of a Division in the Agency of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
for Regulation of Natural Monopolies in Kostanayskaya oblast since 
October 2005.

Mr. Azamat Kamshimbayev
Head of the Interregional Inspection for Almaty oblast 
and Almaty city
The Agency for Competition Protection of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan

The Panelists The Panelists
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Ms. Halima Bensouda holds a Bachelor’s degree in Finance from 
Wayne State University in Detroit, and a Masters degree in Law from 
the University of Montreal.  She is currently a Senior Field Study Analyst 
at the Moroccan Competition Counsel, which she joined in 2009.  In 
her current position, Ms. Bensouda has conducted several field 
studies in Morocco, seeking to analyze competitiveness in some key 
economic sectors, such as oil and gas, sugar, wheat and other 
subsidized sectors.  

Before joining the Competition Counsel, she has held several Finance 
positions in industry in the US, and returned to Morocco in 2008, 
where she was hired under a Transparency International grant, to 
develop and manage the first Moroccan Anti-corruption Legal Assis-
tance Center. As the Director of the Center, she designed and imple-
mented the center's policies and procedures, and periodically 
reported to the Transparency International Board of Directors on key 
performance indicators. She also plays an active role in Moroccan civil 
society, participating as an executive member in several non-for-profit 
organisations, mainly in socially responsible fund raising associations.

Ms. Halima Bensouda
Executive-Study Department
Conseil de la Concurrence du Maroc, 
Morocco

Dr. Robert Ian McEwin is Visiting Professor of Law at the National 
University of Singapore – teaching Competition Law and Innovation 
and ASEAN Competition Law – since 2008. Earlier, he served as Chief 
Economist with the Competition Commission of Singapore. Before that 
he worked in the Singapore Ministry of Trade & Industry helping with 
the drafting of the Singapore Competition Act.  Before going to 
Singapore he was a Reader in Law and Director of the Centre for Law 
and Economics at the Australian National University. Professor McEwin 
is currently also a Visiting Professor of Law at Chulalongkorn University 
in Bangkok, a Senior Advisor with Rajah & Tann law firm in Singapore 
and a Director of Global Economics Group, Chicago.  He is also a 
Member of the Singapore Copyright Tribunal, Senior Fellow at the Tim 
Fischer Centre for Global Trade and Finance, Bond University, 
Australia, and Member of the American Bar Association International 
Antitrust Committee. 

Dr. McEwin holds a PhD in Economics and a First Class Honours LLB 
degree from the Australian National University.  This year he has edited 
two books ASEAN Competition Law (with Kala Anandarajah), 
Lexis-Nexis and Intellectual Property, Competition Law and Economics 
in Asia Hart Publishing, Oxford.  He is currently assisting the Malaysian 
Competition Commission in drafting their Guidelines ahead of the 
introduction of competition law in Malaysia next year.

Dr. Robert Ian McEwin
Professor 
National University of Singapore, 
Singapore 
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Mr. Amadou Ceesay is a Management Specialist with over twelve 
years of progressive experience in HR, Strategic Planning and Policy 
Development. He started his career as a Personnel Officer at the 
Personnel Management Office with responsibility for manpower 
planning, training and development for the Civil Service. He was 
seconded to the National Environment Agency (NEA) in 1994 to serve 
as administrator of a World Bank funded National Environment Project. 
He set up NEA’s plan of operation and developed the Human 
Resource Development plan. From 2002 to 2008, He served as the 
Director of Human Resource at The Gambia Tourism Authority (GTA) 
with responsibility for the development and implementation of a 
Human Resource Development Strategy for the Tourism sector. Then 
from January 2009 to November 2010, he was the Director of Human 
Resource Development at The Gambia Public Procurement Authority 
(GPPA), responsible for ensuring that all government 
agencies/departments are trained to apply the GPPA Act and Regula-
tions. He was also responsible for the introduction of a Procurement 
Cadre in the Civil Service. In October 2010, Mr. Ceesay was appointed 
by the President to head The Gambia Competition Commission 
(GCC). As Chief Executive of GCC, he is responsible for ensuring that 
the functions of the Commission are carried out efficiently by providing 
strong leadership in the management of the affairs of GCC.

Mr. Ceesay obtained his Master of Public Administration degree from 
the University of Liverpool. He has undergone numerous trainings 
including public procurement, tourism management, strategic 
planning and competition law enforcement.

Mr. Amadou Ceesay
Executive Secretary
The Gambia Competition Commission
The Gambia

Dr. Nadeem ul Haque is currently Deputy Chairman of the Planning 
Commission of Pakistan. He has accumulated extensive operational 
experience of over 24 years at the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
leading technical assistance missions and policy and research teams, 
and acting as a resident representative in two developing countries. 
He has also served as Vice Chancellor/Director, Pakistan Institute of 
Development Economics, Member, Planning Commission, Acting 
Chief Economist, Planning Commission, and Trade Policy Advisor to 
the Minister of Commerce, Government of Pakistan. He has published 
5 books and over 50 papers in major journals and edited volumes.

In his vast central banking and monetary policy experience at IMF, he 
worked in two central banks to bring about improvements in the 
monetary framework and the policy formulation process. He undertook 
extensive research in public sector reform and restructuring as he led 
organizational reform and efforts for nationwide deregulation in Sri 
Lanka. A skilled public speaker, he is experienced in motivating and 
organizing civil society in developing ownership of major policy reform 
initiatives. He initiated and successfully led a Central Bank 
modernization project in Sri Lanka and undertook initiatives for the 
deregulation of the private sector, financial sector reform, and 
education reform in Sri Lanka. He was the initiating member and 
architect of Deregulation Committee, Financial Market Reform 
Committee and Chambers-Academia Round Table for Education 
Reform. 

Dr. Nadeem ul Haque
Deputy Chairman
Planning Commission
Pakistan
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Mr. Miek Van der Wee is the Head of Unit in the Directorate General 
(DG) for Competition of the European Commission, entrusted with the 
responsibility for International Relations. He joined the Commission in 
1987 in DG Regional Policy and moved to DG Competition in 1998.  
Prior to his appointment as Head of the International Relations Unit in 
2008, he was responsible for regional state aid matters, for the 
coordination of accession negotiations with candidate countries (state 
aid matters), and for the enforcement of the European Commission's 
state aid recovery decisions.

An economist and town planner by training, Mr. Van der Wee has 
worked as a researcher in the Oxford Polytechnic and as a lecturer at 
the economics department of the University of Antwerp.

Mr. Miek Van der Wee
Head, International Relations
DG Competition (European Commission), 
Belgium

Dr. Kriengsak Chareonwongsak is a Senior Fellow at Harvard Kennedy 
School, USA; elected on Harvard Kennedy School’s Alumni 
Association Board of Directors; Fellow at Said Business School, 
Oxford University, was a Prime Ministerial advisor in Thailand, 
Democrat Party Executive Board member, Member of Parliament, and 
House of Representatives Vice Chair of the Economic Development 
Committee. Currently, President of the Institute of Future Studies for 
Development, (IFD); Chairman of Success Group of Companies, a 
business conglomerate diversified into many investment fields. He 
chairs the Lao-Thai Business Corporation. 

Having graduated 1981, Economics PhD, Monash University, Australia, 
First Class Honours, Dr. Kriengsak obtained his Master of Public 
Administration from Harvard University, USA, a Master Degree from 
Judge Business School, Cambridge University, UK; and completed 
Post Doctoral Studies in Management & Policy Studies, Oxford 
University, UK. He held various university teaching positions, was 
Eminent Member of the Education Council on Standard and Quality 
Assurance, of the Office of the National Education Commission, 
holding fifty other positions in many national organizations and 
committees; as advisor to the President of the National Assembly and 
advisor to many Ministers in various governments. He was an elected 
member of the National Economic and Social Advisory Council 
(NESAC), a constitutional body advising the Thai cabinet, Chairman of 
NESAC’s Education, Religion, Arts, and Culture Commission, Vice 
Chairman of the NESAC Economic, Commerce, and Industry 
Commission. He authored 200 books, is a popular radio and TV 
commentator, newspaper and magazine columnist, discussing current 
political and economic issues. His perspectives are often highlighted 
in interviews both in Thailand and overseas.

Dr. Kriengsak Chareonwongsak
President
Institute of Future Studies for Development 
Thailand
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The founder Secretary General of Consumer Unity & Trust Society 
(CUTS), Mr. Pradeep S Mehta has served on several policy making 
bodies of the Government of India related to trade, environment and 
consumer affairs, including the National Advisory Committee on 
International Trade of the Ministry of Commerce and its working 
groups. 

Mr. Mehta chairs the Advisory Board of the South Asia Network on 
Trade, Economics and Environment, Kathmandu. He also serves on 
the advisory boards of Centre Advisory & Review Group of the 
Research Centre on Regulation and Competition, Institute for 
Development Policy and Management, Manchester University, UK; 
Institute for Consumer Antitrust, Loyola College, Chicago, USA; Brains 
Trust of the Evian Group, Lausanne; the OECD's Advisory Committee 
for Investment in Africa, OECD, Paris; Advisory Committee of the 
Central Electricity Regulatory Commission, New Delhi. He has also 
been an NGO Adviser to the Director General, WTO, Geneva, besides 
serving on the governing boards of the Life Insurance Corporation of 
India, Mumbai; the International Centre for Trade & Sustainable 
Development, Geneva and the Consumer Coordination Council, New 
Delhi.

Mr. Mehta studied at The Scindia School, Gwalior, St. Xavier's College 
at Calcutta (B. Com) University and law at the Rajasthan University, 
Jaipur.

Mr. Pradeep Mehta
Secretary General
Consumer Unity & Trust Society, 
India

Mr. Ali Demiröz is Acting Head of Department 2 at Turkish Competition 
Authority since April 2009. He worked eleven years as competition 
expert at the same department of the Authority, which is responsible 
for the enforcement of competition law in industries such as 
telecommunications, media, information technologies, construction 
and health. He is also a member of State Aid Monitoring and 
Supervision Board since 2010.  

Mr. Demiröz graduated from Political Science Faculty of Ankara 
University and he holds an LLM degree in IT, Media and E-commerce 
from University of Essex.

Mr. Ali Demiröz 
Advisor
Turkish Competition Authority
Turkey
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A career civil servant with 36 years of experience in public sector 
management, Mr. Shahab Khawaja is currently Chief Executive Officer 
of the Competitiveness Support Fund – a joint effort of the Government 
of Pakistan and USAID. The Fund was set up in 2005 to provide the 
Government of Pakistan support in policy matters to create an 
enabling environment and make the economy and businesses more 
competitive. The Fund annually publishes the State of Pakistan’s 
Competitiveness Report in collaboration with the World Economic 
Forum.

Mr. Khawaja served as Federal Secretary for Privatization (from 
2009-2010), Federal Secretary Ministry of Industries and Production 
(from 2006-2009), and CEO Small and Medium Enterprises 
Development Authority (SMEDA). As Privatization Secretary, he 
supervised financial transactions and implemented the government’s 
privatization agenda. As Secretary Industries and Production, he 
carried out numerous tasks for the development of industrial base in 
Pakistan including reforming the policy framework to create an 
enabling environment for the industry. At SMEDA, he formulated 
Pakistan’s first ever National SME Development Policy and undertook 
numerous initiatives to support SMEs. He also carried out a number of 
Sector Development Studies that led to formation of organisations to 
support sectors such as gems and jewelry, dairy, marble and granite, 
and furniture. Earlier, he served as Assistant Commissioner and 
Deputy Commissioner in various districts of Pakistan. He is member of 
Economic Coordination Committee, Executive Committee of the 
National Economic Council, and Central Development Working Party, 
and has represented the government at various international and 
bilateral meetings, seminars and workshops.

Mr. Shahab Khawaja
Chief Executive Officer
Competitiveness Support Fund
Pakistan
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Mr. Richard A. Albright

Mr. Richard Albright is a seasoned and senior diplomat. Since 
mid-2011, Mr. Richard A. Albright is the Coordinator for Economic & 
Development Assistance at the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad, Pakistan. 

Prior to joining the U.S. Embassy in Pakistan, Mr. Albright directed the 
American Embassy’s Economic Policy and Environment, Science and 
Technology sections and overseen the efforts of U.S. economic 
agencies in the United Kingdom since July 2009. Albright has served 
in a wide range of economic policy and program management 
positions at U.S. embassies in the Middle East and Europe and the 
Department of State in Washington. He served as humanitarian 
coordinator at the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad in 2008/2009. 

At the State Department’s humanitarian bureau from 2005-2008, he 
directed $300 million in U.S. humanitarian programs for the Middle 
East, South and East Asia. He served as Deputy Chief of Mission at 
the U.S. Embassy in Abu Dhabi from 2003-2005. Other assignments 
have included Cairo, Riyadh, Paris, Vienna and Warsaw. His personal 
pursuits include skiing, cycling, hiking, scuba diving, music and 
theatre. His languages are French, Arabic, German and Polish. 

Coordinator for Economic & Development Assistance
Embassy of the United States, Islamabad
Pakistan
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Dr. Kusha Haraksingh is a citizen of Trinidad & Tobago, one of the 
member states of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM). He holds an 
appointment from the CARICOM Regional Judicial and Legal Services 
Commission as the Chairman of the CARICOM Competition 
Commission. He teaches at the University of the West Indies (UWI), St 
Augustine campus in History, Law and International Relations.  He is a 
Lead Negotiator for Legal and Institutional and Development Issues for 
CARICOM in its trade negotiations, and has appeared for the 
Caribbean at the WTO in Panel and Appellate Board hearings. He has 
been a consultant to many international organizations including the 
Commonwealth Secretariat, the ILO, UNCTAD, and the Common Fund 
for Commodities. 

Dr Haraksingh has several publications on law in plural societies, on 
labour, and on law and trade. He has been a Visiting Scholar at Ann 
Arbor in Michigan, a Senior Fulbright Fellow at Harvard University and a 
Visiting Scholar in Caribbean Studies at Warwick University. Dr 
Haraksingh has also served as a Member of Parliament in the Senate 
of Trinidad & Tobago, and is a past Chairman of the Sugar Association 
of the Caribbean and past President of the West Indies Group of 
University Teachers. He is a recipient of the UWI Vice-Chancellor 
Award for Excellence in Public Service.

Dr. Haraksingh has a Doctorate in Economic History from the School 
of Oriental & African Studies, London and is a Barrister of Lincoln’s Inn.

Dr. Kusha Haraksingh
Chairman
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Competition Commission
Trinidad & Tobago
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Mr. Waqar A Malik is the Chief Executive Officer of ICI Pakistan Limited 
– a leading manufacturing company known for its solid performance 
and 67 years of responsible corporate presence in Pakistan. ICI 
Pakistan Limited was a premier subsidiary of the U.K. giant Imperial 
Chemical Industries PLC which was acquired by AkzoNobel in 2008 to 
form one of the largest chemical companies in the world. A Fortune 
500 company, AkzoNobel NV is the largest global paints and coatings 
company and a major producer of specialty chemicals. 
 
Mr. Malik is the country representative and member of the senior 
leadership team of the AkzoNobel Group with nearly 26 years of 
extensive experience in senior management positions in the company 
and internationally within the group. He has been a Director of ICI 
Pakistan Ltd. since October 1, 2005 and has also served as Chief 
Executive and Chairman of Pakistan PTA Limited (now Lotte Pakistan 
PTA Limited). His other engagements outside ICI Pakistan Limited are: 
Director on the Central Board of the State Bank of Pakistan, Director 
Pakistan Business Council, non-executive Director on the Boards of 
Engro Polymer & Chemicals Limited and IGI Insurance Limited. A 
former President of Overseas Investors Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry (OICCI), Mr. Malik is also a member of the Board of Governors 
of LUMS and a trustee of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Foundation.
  
An alumnus of Harvard Business School and INSEAD, Mr. Malik is a 
Chartered Accountant by profession and a Fellow of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in England & Wales.

Mr. Waqar A. Malik
Chief Executive Officer
ICI Pakistan Limited
Pakistan
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Group Photograph of Panelists with CCP Chairperson Rahat Kaunain Hassan  
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CCP Chairperson Rahat Kaunain Hassan addressing Chief Guest session. Prime Minister Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani, 
Finance Minister Dr. Abdul Hafeez Shaikh & Mr. Richard Albright, coordinator for Economic & Development Assistance US 

Embassy Islamabad are present. 
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OOppeenniinngg  SSeessssiioonn    

The opening session panel consisted of Federal Finance Minister, Dr. Abdul 
Hafeez Shaikh as Chief Guest, Ms. Rahat Kaunain Hassan, Chairperson of 
Competition Commission of Pakistan, and Justice (Retired) Faqir Muhammad 
Khokhar, Chairman of the Competition Appellate Tribunal.   

 

  
CCP Chairperson, Rahat Kaunain Hassan in her opening remarks thanked all the 
participants and panelists. She said the purpose of this conference was to create 
awareness about the significance of a competition regime for our economy and 
to highlight some of the more critical challenges we faced in its enforcement.   

She then touched upon key areas of competition law enforcement, advocacy and 
the challenges faced by CCP in implementing competition law.  “We look forward 
to enrich ourselves by learning about the experiences of the developed and 
other developing regimes. We see your presence as an endorsement of our 
mandate - to provide, free competition in all spheres of commercial and 
economic activity to enhance economic efficiency and to protect consumers 
from anticompetitive behavior. We thank you for the confidence reposed in us,” 
she said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finance Minister Abdul Hafeez Shaikh addressing the 
opening session 

 

CCP Chairperson Rahat Kaunain Hassan addressing the 
opening session 

 

Master of Ceremony, Mr. Ahmed Qadir, 
Director, CCP 

 

Qari Syed Buzarg Shah Al Azhari reciting 
verses from the Holy Quran 
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Chief Guest Dr. Abdul Hafeez Shaikh while addressing on the occasion, lauded 
the work being done by the Competition Commission of Pakistan saying the 
institution will be further strengthened to work towards a competitive economy. 
He said CCP was a role model for other regulatory bodies. He welcomed the 
international and local participants and hoped that the conference would come 
up with useful recommendations for improving competitive environment in all 
jurisdictions.   

 

 

  
 

 

Shamadan Hall of Serena Hotel accommodated 200 Participants  
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SSeessssiioonn  11  

CChhaalllleennggee  ffoorr  CCoommppeettiittiioonn  AAggeenncciieess  ttoo  DDeeaall  wwiitthh  CCaarrtteellss  

aanndd  CCaarrtteellss  iinn  DDiissgguuiissee  
Competitors sometimes collude to limit the intensity of competition through agreements. A cartel, 
thus, is a formal agreement among firms in an oligopolistic industry for the mutual benefit of 
member firms. Cartel members may agree on such matters as prices, total industry output, 
market shares, allocation of customers, allocation of territories, bid-rigging, establishment of 
common sales agencies, and the division of profits or any combination of these. Generally 
speaking, cartels or cartel behaviour attempts to emulate that of a monopoly by restricting 
industry output, raising or fixing prices to earn higher profits. 

Combating both domestic and international cartels remains a high priority for all competition 
agencies. International cartels are especially difficult to detect as they use the most sophisticated 
measures to conceal their activities, the amount of commerce affected by these cartels is 
disproportionately large, and they are widely considered the most harmful type of cartel because 
of the magnitude of the harm that they inflict on businesses and consumers. 

The session was chaired and moderated by Ms. Rahat Kaunain Hassan, 
Chairperson, Competition Commission of Pakistan and presentations were given 
by Mr. Manuel Sebastiao, President, Portuguese Competition Authority, Mr. Halil 
Baha Karabudak, Advisor to Chairman, Turkish Competition Authority, Turkey, 
and Dr. Paulo Burnier da Silveira, Head of International Affairs, CADE, Brazil. 

 

 

 

The panelists of the session gave lucid presentations with the help of case 
studies in fighting against cartels in their respective jurisdictions. The session 
triggered interesting debate on the role of competition agencies in fighting 
cartels. The Chair and Moderator of the Session, Ms. Rahat Kaunain Hassan 
summed up the session by highlighting the key points of discussion. For 
presentation please see CCP website www.cc.gov.pk. 

 

Mr. Manuel Sebastio, President, Portuguese 
Competition Authority, addressing Session-01 

 

Panelists of Session-01 Ms. Rahat Kaunain Hassan, Chairperson 
CCP (Moderator), Mr. Halil Baha Karabudak, Advisor to 
Chairman, Turkish Competition Authority, and Dr. Paulo Burnier 
da Silveira, Head of International Affairs, CADE, Brazil 

 

file:///C:/Users/nkhateeb/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.cc.gov.pk
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CCP Chairperson Rahat Kaunain Hassan 

 

Mr. Manuel Sebastio, President, Portuguese Competition Authority, Ms. Rahat Kaunain Hassan, CCP Chairperson, Mr. 
Halil Baha Karabudak, Advisor to Chairman, Turkish Competition Authority & Dr. Paulo Burnier da Silveira, Head of 
International Affairs, CADE Brazil 
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SSeessssiioonn  22::    

DDeecceeppttiivvee  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  &&  CCoonnssuummeerr  PPrrootteeccttiioonn  
Firms may use unsubstantiated claims about their goods and/or services related to price, properties, 
suitability of use, quality, and place of production, among others. They could also engage in false or 
misleading comparisons that are capable of harming consumers or the business interests of other 
undertakings. Deceptive marketing, thus, has a pernicious impact on consumer welfare and many people the 
world over fall victim to false and misleading claims. 

The session was moderated by Mr. Khalid Mirza, Former Chairman, Competition 
Commission of Pakistan and presentations were given by Mr. Russell Damtoft, 
Associate Director, Office of International Affairs, US Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC), Dr. Huma Bukhari, President, Consumers Forum, Karachi, Mr. Tounakti 
Khalifa, Director-General, Tunisian Competition Council. 

Modern Competition laws in a large number of jurisdictions empower 
competition agencies to control deceptive marketing practices and initiate legal 
actions against non-compliant undertakings. There was interesting debate in the 
session about the role of competition agencies in ensuring consumer rights by 
taking actions to curb deceptive marketing practices by businesses. For 
presentation please see CCP website www.cc.gov.pk. 

 Dr. Huma Bukhari, President, Consumers 
Forum, Karachi addressing session-02 

 

Panelists of session-02 Russel Damtoft, Associate 
Director, Office of International Affairs, US FTC, Mr. Khalid 
Mirza, Former Chairman, CCP, (Moderator), Mr. Tunakti 
Khalifa, Director-General, Tunisian Competition Council 
and Dr. Huma Bukhari, President, the Consumers Forum 
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 Mr. Russel Damtoft, Associate Director, Office of 
International Affairs, US FTC  

 

Mr. Tunakti Khalifa, Director General, Tunisian 
Competition Council 
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SSeessssiioonn  33  

LLeessssoonnss  LLeeaarrnntt  aanndd  SShhaarriinngg  ooff  CCoouunnttrryy  EExxppeerriieenncceess  iinn  

AAddvvooccaaccyy  aanndd  EEnnffoorrcceemmeenntt 
The session was moderated by CCP Member Dr. Joseph Wilson and addressed by Dr. 
Robert Ian McEwin, Professor National University of Singapore, Ms. Halima Bensouda, 
Executive–Study Department, Conseil de la Concurrence du Maroc, Alhaj Tafsir Njie, 
Chairman, the Gambia Competition Commission, and Mr. Ratneshwar Prasad, Member, 
Competition Commission of India.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CCP Member Dr. Joseph Wilson 
Moderator of the session 

 

Dr. Robert Ian McEwin, 
Professor National University of 
Singapore addressing the 
session 

 

Alhaji Tafsir Njie, Chairman, the Gambia Competition Commission  
addressing the session 

 

The panelists of this 
session gave 
presentations and about 
their respective 
jurisdictions’ experiences 
in the enforcement and 
advocacy of competition 
law. 

 

This session triggered 
interesting debate and 
participants asked several 
questions, which were 
answered by the panelists. 
For presentations please 
see CCP website 
www.cc.gov.pk 

 

CCP Member Mr. Mueen Batlay taking part in discussion Ms. Halima Bensouda, Executive - Study Department,  
Counseil de la Concurrence du Maroc addressing the session 
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SSeessssiioonn  44 

SSttaattee  AAiidd  aanndd  DDiissttoorrttiioonn  iinn  CCoommppeettiittiioonn  
State aid refers to forms of assistance from the government, or a public body, that is given to undertakings 
on a discretionary basis, with the potential to distort competition and affect the market dynamics. This 
includes the direct transfer of resources, such as grants and soft loans, and also indirect assistance - for 
example, relief from charges that an undertaking normally has to bear, such as a tax exemption or the 
provision of services, loans, at a favourable rate. The key questions to ask is whether state aid confers an 
unfair advantage to one at the expense of others and does the measure distort or have the potential to 
distort competition? If it strengthens the position of the beneficiary relative to other competitors then the 
answer is yes. Most interventions do have the potential to distort competition and thus, the provision of 
state aid requires careful analysis to minimise any distortions in competition. 

The session was moderated by Dr. Nadeem ul Haq, Deputy Chairman, Planning 
Commission of Pakistan. The panelists included Mr. Miek Van der Wee, Head of 
Unit, International Relations, DG Competition, European Commission, Dr. Joseph 
Wilson Member, Competition Commission of Pakistan, Professor Kriengsak 
Chareonwongsak, President, Institute of Future Studies for Development, 
Bangkok, Thailand, Mr. Pradeep Mehta Secretary General, Consumer Unity and 
Trust Society, India, Mr. Ali Demiroz Turkish Competition Authority & Board 
Member of the State Aids Monitoring and Supervision Board, Turkey.  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

CCP Chairperson Rahat Kaunain Hassan and CSF Chief 
Executive Officer Mr. Shahab Khawaja 

CCP Member Dr. Joseph Wilson addressing the session 

Mr. Miek Van der Wee, Head of Unit, International Relations, DG 
Competition, European Commission 

Professor Kriengsak Chareonwongsak President, Institute of 
Future Studies for Development, Bangkok 
Dr. Nadeem ul Haq, Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission 
Mr. Pradeep Mehta Secretary General, CUTS, India 
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Mr. Miek Van Der Wee, Head of Unit International Relations, DG Competition European Commission, Professor Kriengsak Chareonwongsak, 
President, Institute of Future Studies for Development, Bangkok, Dr. Nadeem ul Haq, Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission, Mr. Pradeep 
Mehta, Secretary General, CUTS, India, Mr. Ali Demiroz, Turkish Competition Authority & Board Member of the State Aids Monitoring and 
Supervision Board Turkey and Dr. Joesph Wilson, CCP Member 
 

Mr. Pradeep Mehta, Secretary General, CUTS, India 
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CChhiieeff  GGuueesstt  SSeessssiioonn  
 
The honorable Prime Minister of Pakistan, Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani, graced the 
occasion as Chief Guest on 2 December 2011. The Chief Guest Session was also 
attended by Dr. Abdul Hafeez Shaikh, Federal Finance Minister, Mr. Richard 
Albright, Coordinator for Economic & Development Assistance, Embassy of the 
United States of America, Islamabad, Mr. Shahab Khawaja, Chief Executive 
Officer, Competitiveness Support Fund, Ms. Rahat Kaunain Hassan, Chairperson 
of CCP, government officials, participants of the conference and media. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
The Prime Minister praised the Competition Commission of Pakistan for being 
quite active since its inception in addressing manipulation of market. He said like 
most countries, it has also faced opposition as it has challenged powerful vested 
interests. 
“Nevertheless, the Commission enjoys continued support and acknowledgment 
of the government. Our recognition of the importance of competition law and 
the Competition Commission can be judged from the fact that the Competition 
Ordinance of 2007 was re-promulgated twice to ensure continuity of the 
Commission’s important work. Because of our efforts and resolve to institute 
competition as the law of the land, the Ordinance was given approval as an Act 
of the Parliament in October 2010,” the Prime Minister said. 
 
 

Mr. Richard Albright, Coordinator for Economic & Development Assistance, US Embassy, Islamabad,  Dr. Abdul Hafeez 
Shaikh, Federal Finance Minister, Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani, Prime Minister and Ms. Rahat Kaunain Hassan, Chairperson CCP in 
the Chief Guest Session 

Full text of the Prime Minister’s speech is given at CCP website www.cc.gov.pk 
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SSeessssiioonn  55  

PPuubblliicc  PPrrooccuurreemmeenntt  aanndd  CCoolllluussiivvee  BBiiddddiinngg  AAffffeeccttiinngg  

CCoonnssuummeerr  WWeellffaarree  
In many countries, governments procure goods and services for their citizens. Ensuring the effective 
functioning of public procurement markets necessitates addressing two distinct but inter-related challenges:  
(i) ensuring integrity and preventing corruption on the part of public officials in the procurement process ; 
and (ii) promoting effective competition among suppliers, including by preventing collusion among potential 
bidders.  

In general, measures aimed at preventing corruption in public procurement processes, (e.g., enhanced 
transparency), are also consistent with the promotion of competition.  Transparency measures promote 
competition by informing suppliers of opportunities to compete and by giving them confidence that bids will 
be assessed objectively on their merits – thereby enhancing their ability and incentive to bid on specific 
procurements and allowing governments to get the best value for, what are often, scarce public funds. 

This was the last before the closing session of the international conference. It 
was moderated by Mr. Shahab Khawaja, Chief Executive Officer of 
Competitiveness Support Fund, while the panelists included Mr. Abdul Ghaffar, 
Member CCP, and Dr. Kusha Haraksingh Chairman, Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) Competition Commission.  

For presentations please see CCP website www.cc.gov.pk 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Abdul Ghaffar, Member CCP, Mr. Shahab Khawaja, Chief Executive Officer, CSF and Dr. Kusha Haraksingh, 
Chairman, Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Competition Commission 
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Mr. Shahab Khawaja, Chief Executive Officer, CSF 

Dr. Kusha Haraksingh, Chairman, Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) Competition Commission 
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CClloossiinngg  SSeessssiioonn  
At the end of the conference, CCP Chairperson Ms. Rahat Kaunain Hassan 
expertly summarized the conference and covered all key points mentioned by 
panelists in their presentations. She thanked the international as well as local 
participants for attending the conference. She expressed gratitude to the USAID 
for its collaboration through the Competitiveness Support Fund in holding the 
international conference. She also thanked the CCP officials for working hard 
towards making the conference a success.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCP Members Dr. Shahzad Ansar, Mr. Abdul Ghaffar, Ms. Vadiyya Khalil, Chairperson Rahat Kaunain Hassan, Member Dr. 
Joseph Wilson, Mr. Mueen Batlay, and Registrar/Director General Mr. Ikram ul Haq Qureshi in the closing session. 
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                                           Media Coverage 
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Media Coverage 
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                                    Visuals of Conference Branding 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 




